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not accept it. Nevertheless he did not seem capable of over-
riding the will, which even in a degree reinforced the pact which
William had reached with Louis. The preponderating and
most active forces in Europe seemed capable of imposing the
Partition Treaty of 1698 upon the world.
But now a startling event occurred. The Treaty of
Partition had been signed at William's palace at Loo in Sep-
tember 1698, The will of Charles II was made public on
November 14. On February 6 the little Prince of Bavaria,
the heir to these prodigious domains, the child in whose
chubby hands the greatest states had resolved to place the
most splendid prize, suddenly died. Why did he die, how
did he die ? A coincidence so extraordinary could not fail
to excite dark suspicions. But the fact glared grimly upon
the world. All these elaborate, perilous conversations must
be begun over again.
The positions of the disputants had changed somewhat by
the beginning of 1699. The Treaty of Carlowits had brought
to an end the long Austro-Turkish war. The Emperor was
free to concentrate his strength upon the West. Thus
Louis XIV's chance of obtaining the entire Spanish heritage
for his son or grandson without a serious struggle with the
Empire became even smaller. But this advantage was more
than balanced by the action of the House of Commons in dis-
banding the British Army, and by its violent opposition to
all Continental entanglements. Ultimately William and
Louis arranged a second Treaty of Partition on June n, 1699.
To the disgust of Harcourt, his Ambassador at Madrid, Louis
consented to the Archduke Charles being heir-in-chief. To him
were assigned Spain, the overseas colonies, and Belgium, on the
condition that they should never be united with the Empire.
The Dauphin was to have Naples and Sicily, the Milanese,
which was to be exchanged for Lorraine, and certain other
Italian possessions. The terms of this provisional treaty
allowed the Emperor two months in which to decide whether
he would or would not be a party to it. Strenuous diplo-
matic efforts were made by the Dutch to win his agreement
to this huge gratification of his dynastic pride. But his heart
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